IV
DRESS AND ACCOMPANIMENT MUSIC
The dindi dance.
The first regular occasion for a predominently male dance
during the cycle of a year is as we have seen Ashadlii ekadaslii.
The number of women participants in this dance is negligible,
and therfore I have-included this among the male dances.
The dress of the participants, a few years back, was not
different from what they used to wear on festival days. The
orthodox among them, and such others who wanted to show
off as being so, however, used to wear clothes of ochre colour.
There was no uniformity in kind or colour of the dress. But
the modern tendency is to have a uniform dress, specially of
white colour and to wear a white khaddar cap on the head.
In the past, the participants used to carry ochre-coloured flags
with them. To day, the tricolour is also seen. There is,
however, no change in the accompanying musical instruments
namely Mrtdang, (aland vlna.
Mridang is an instrument for keeping time. It is an
oval-shaped, hollow, wooden cylinder, generally 20 to 24 inches
in length with a diameter of about 8 inches at the centre,
slightly sloping on either side, one end being a little broader
than the other. Both the ends are fully covered with goatskin
kept tight by means of a thin long leather strap. A strip of
goatskin about an inch broad is overlaid at the rims. At the
centre of the smaller surface, a paste of ironfilings is glued to
cover a circular area of about 3 inches diameter. The thick-
ness of the plastering determines the pitch of the instru-
ment. Cylindrical wooden pegs approximately 3 inches long
and one inch in diameter are inserted between the strap and
the wooderycylinder. Discreet manipulation of these pegs
produces a sound to suit tunes of different pitch. Various
types of bols, time-measures, can be played on this instrument.
But the main advantage of this instrument lies in the fact